Ceòlas welcomed a group of 10 young musicians and three of their tutors from Conservatoire de Brest Mètropole Ocèane to South Uist on 23rd February for 1 week.   The visit was funded by the British Council Youth in Action Programme.

  The young musicians were mainly Pipers and Flautists and they were ably taught by Iain MacDonald on flute, Angus Nicolson and Ivan MacDonald on pipes and Kathleen MacInnes teaching Gaelic song.    The group had workshops during the day along with students from Lews Castle College, Benbecula and on the first evening after a tour of South Uist and Eriskay they met St Peters Dance Club for a workshop and then on the Saturday attended the Club.  

 A group of local young people were invited to Boisdale House on Wednesday evening by Mary Ann Campbell, Development Officer for CNAG who worked in partnership with Ceòlas for the visit:  Eilidh Carruthers, Duncan MacInnes, Seumas Campbell, Alasdair & Michael Steele, Siobhan Nicolson and Calum Martindale played brilliantly together for the dancers, Kieran, Aidan and Angharad Whittle were joined by their father Alan to play several great tunes including a Breton one they already knew.   Ceòlas Youth Committee members Shona and Sarah MacKay were also present with Matthew MacDonald and an excellent evening was had by all in this beautiful house. 

  Plans to meet South Uist Pipe Band were put on hold due to the severe weather on Thursday evening in Benbecula – a blizzard was blowing and we headed South into a beautiful clear evening with no snow in South Lochboisdale.

Sradagan Beinn a’ Faoghla agreed that the students could perform at their concert in Balivanich on Friday night and both the College students and the Bretons were much appreciated by the audience. 

  A rapid departure from Balivanich enabled the Bretons to get to the fundraising event for Haiti organised by the senior students at Daliburgh School which was held in St Peters Hall and the evening was brought to a successful close with almost everyone in the hall dancing to a Breton circle dance which was sung. 

  There were two particular things the group commented upon:  “where did all the cakes come from” and “we have never seen such young people perform”   congratulations to all the little dancers at both events!!

The group returned to Brittany on Monday 1st March.

For any further information contact:   Mary Schmoller    info@ceolas.co.uk    or 01878 700154 
